
Lion’s Tale

The front staircase of The New York
Public Library on 5  Avenue is flanked by

two marble lion statues, originally
installed in 1911, and named “Leo Astor”

and “Leo Lenox” after the Library’s
founders. Later, Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia

(yes, like the airport) named them
“Patience” and “Fortitude” to symbolize

the resilience of the city and its residents
during the Great Depression. “Patience” is

the statue on the left, and “Fortitude”
stands to the right of the entrance.
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A nod to the iconic lion statues
at The New York Public Library,

“Patience” and “Fortitude.”


